Wonder Bar for a smoother ride!

The Wonder Bar is a new stabilizer bar that I’ve designed and now manufacture for the Prowlers.

A Wonder Bar is a direct bolt in replacement for the stock stabilizer bar that offers an amazing difference in your Prowler’s ride quality.

By utilizing a smaller diameter and hollow tube, the Wonder Bar allows your front wheels to operate more independently and smooth out your ride. The Wonder Bar has less tensional strength than the stock stabilizer bar and gives a noticeable difference in ride quality over rough road surfaces or when one wheel hits a pothole or bump.
Your Prowler’s effective spring rates are not compromised for straight line driving but are lessened while one wheel reacts independently of the other or during cornering or over bumps.
You will notice a very slight increase in body roll during hard cornering but will also notice a marked increase in front traction.


Do not confuse the Wonder Bar with any of the many aftermarket braces that others have offered for the Prowlers.

· A brace is just that. It’s a brace to help keep your frame from flexing. 

· A Wonder Bar is a direct bolt-in replacement for your front stabilizer bar. Stabilizer bars are also often referred to as anti-roll bars or sway bars and are an integral part of you car's suspension.

Major Causes of UNDERSTEER a.k.a. PUSH
Too large front bar vs. rear sway bar
Too small front tires or narrow rim width
Too stiff front springs
Low front tire pressure
Oversize rear tires

The Wonder Bar will not only smooth your ride but it will also help to make your car handle better.

Here's the lowdown on stabilizer bars for those that may not be familiar with the way they work and how they can allow a MUCH SMOOTHER RIDE while at the same time enhancing the handling characteristics of the Prowler. 

Stabilizer bars are part of a car's suspension system. They are sometimes also called anti-sway bars or anti-roll bars. Their purpose in life is to try to keep the car's body from "rolling" in a sharp turn.  A stabilizer bar tries to keep the car's body flat by moving force from one side of the body to another. To picture how a stabilizer bar works, imagine a solid metal rod about 2 foot long that is 1.25” in diameter with 2 fixed arms extending perpendicularly about 8 inches from each end. Attach the rod to the frame of the car in front of the front tires, but attach it with bushings in such a way that it can rotate. Now attach arms from the rod to the front suspension rocker arms on both sides by using a straight links that will force the bar to move vertically when the suspension moves up or down. 

When you go into a turn, the front suspension member of the outside of the turn gets pushed upward. The arm of the sway bar gets pushed downward, and this applies torsion to the rod.

The torsion then moves the arm at the other end of the rod, and this causes the suspension on the other side of the car to compress as well. The car's body tends to stay flat in the turn. 

If you don't have a stabilizer bar, you tend to have a lot of trouble with body roll in a turn. If you have too much stabilizer bar, you tend to lose independence between the suspension members on both sides of the car. When one wheel hits a bump, the stabilizer bar transmits the bump to the other side of the car as well, causing a rough ride and handling characteristics that you do not want.

A too stiff stabilizer bar will cause the car to feel like it jumps sideways when you hit a bump or pothole while making a turn. Too stiff of a stabilizer bar will also cause your car to have a tendency to lock it's inside front wheel when braking hard in a turn due to weight transfer off the inside front wheel. 

The ideal strength stabilizer bar reduces body roll but does not hurt the independence of the tires. 

Road Test Results of the Wonder Bar Prototype   

Larry Salzman – (Alley Cat)  installed and tested the Wonder Bar while on his way to and from the POA National Event in San Antonio Texas in May 2004.

Here’s what he had to say;

Being the test pilot for Larry Lord's new product - the FMBox front stabilizer bar, herein I'll refer to it as the WONDER BAR. Until you drive with it installed on your cat, you will WONDER why you waited so long to buy one! As far as I know, Larry has not yet given this new product a name. 

TEST RESULTS: 

Test Car - 2000 Prowler with 29,100 miles to start 

Mileage of test - 2,898 miles Arizona to Texas and back 

Visual exam at finish - good as new 

Testing over railroad tracks, pot holes, manhole covers, and rough roads - Amazing difference in road feeling. Much softer cabin sensation = greatly reduced harsh bang/thump feelings. 

Testing on good to normal road surfaces - Smooth as silk. Maybe not the ride of a Lincoln, but much improved over what I have experienced in my Prowler. 

Overall satisfaction of test product - Grade A 

Who should buy this product? - 1997 through 2002 owners who primarily use their cars as cruising vehicles. 

Who should not buy this product? - Prowler owners who enjoy the harsh, stiff ride that transitions into the cabin ride feeling. 

Overall review - With testing done on a 2000 model Prowler, I would venture to say that the WONDER BAR should improve the ride of 2000 and newer Prowlers by a 50% improvement over what you are now used to. That figure should be higher on the 1997 and 1999 model Prowlers. JMO 

Accreditation - The WONDER BAR will carry the Alley Cat Stamp of Approval

FINAL TEST REPORT: 

The final segment of testing the new FMBbox WONDER BAR was completed on Sunday afternoon. Lethia and I took the silver cat on an 80-mile drive to Canyon Lake/Tortilla Flats on AZ. Rt 88. Twenty miles of this road nearing the lake area contains hundreds of sharp switchback turns and finally gave me the opportunity to test the worthiness of the WONDER BAR under extreme handling situations. 

The cat handled beautifully in all the turns,,, where the speed limit was between 15 to 25 mph max, and I was driving the AC cat between 30 to 50 mph through these sharp turns = driving on the edge! NO oversteer or push condition experienced on this test road. The front suspension felt much more in contact with the road and the roll of the turns. On my 2002 Colorado trip with the Wild Bunch on the Mature Drivers Cruise through some challenging Colorado back roads, I was able to drive with the best of the cats but did at times experience the "push" condition with the stock Prowler stabilizer bar and suspension. PUSH is when you are turning the steering wheel to negotiate a high speed turn or curve, and the front of the car still wants to take more of a straight line approach, and the driver has to compensate this condition with more 'oversteer' of the wheel. 

“I'm now ready to report that the WONDER BAR has passed all the tests I can throw at it in my Y2K cat, and the performance increase factor plus the smoother ride characteristics far exceeded my expectations.”
Here are comments from a few of my first customer’s.

Read what they had to say about the Wonder Bar.

Larry Pennington – (Larrypen) 

I received the Wonder Bar about a week ago and just found the time to install it (nice powder coating and machining)........ I love my Prowler! Robyn and I just put 3600 miles on it going to TX from Va. and back. I like the way the Kat drives and handles. I was kind of wondering if a 60% increase in handling and comfort was possible (Alley Cat) with just changing the stabilizer bar. AC was very up front about matters and I took him at his word..... LARRY LORD YOU ARE THE MAN..... That is the best modification for handling and comfort you could ever put on your Prowler. It handles so different, so SMOOTH. No more teeth rattling bumps. In a tight turn you feel like you have that much more control. Larry you need to go ahead and make 500-600 WONDER BARS because once the word is out, Stand by. If you are on the Fence on this one, GET IT!!! I got no A.. to kiss and no ax to grind. One Great product A+++++++++

Ron Scholz- (Kcat)

“Wow! Very impressed with the improved smoother ride!! I was able to tell as soon as I reach a somewhat bumpy road or uneven surface. Dramatic difference! 

Larry Lord is going to sell a BOATLOAD of these Wonder Bars once the word gets out. 

The Wonder Bar significantly reduces shake. You will see for yourself right away. 

Handling is still very responsive. I do not race around corners much but from what I can tell the handling is great.” 


Buddy Collins – (1buddyc)

I received the new Wonder Bar on Friday, installed it on Saturday and finally had time to road test it today, Monday. I noticed the ride is "smoothed out" and there was a lot less shake transmitted through the front end over rough road. I guess the Wonder Bar allows the shocks to do their job.
In turns, a remarkable feel of control, no more of that "on the edge" feeling in a decreasing radius turn. I highly recommend this item to all other Prowler owners, I am completely satisfied with Larry's product.

Chuck Tilson – (CTprowler)

My Prowler Tech took his time and it was done in under 45 minutes. Just take the old one off and replace with Wonder bar. I don't have a lift so I didn't bother with it myself. It’s a lot easier with a lift. My Kat does ride smoother. Good well made product better then stock ride.
Question, Originally posted by Want one:
I'm interested in improving the ride however one question comes to mind that I have not seen addressed.
With the smaller diameter and the increased "flex" what does that do to the frame welds? 

Answer,
A Wonder Bar will actually lessen the stress on the frame by allowing your suspension to do the work instead of forcing your frame to flex.
· Average installation time is about one hour and can easily be done in your own garage.

Total cost for the Wonder Bar is $260.00 if paid by cash or check to,
Larry Lord
2101 W. Key Street
Colton, CA 92324-6523 

If paid by credit card or PayPal (paid to Larry@FMBbox.com) the total cost is $270.00

If you prefer to order by phone, just call  Toll Free to 1-800-436-2269 ( 1-800-4-FMBbox).

I’ll be happy to take your order and ship your Wonder Bar out the very next day.

CA residents add 7.75% sales tax.

